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This report was compiled by members of the Project

on Peacebuilding 2019. We’ve endeavoured to create

an overview of each location we visited over the

course of the programme, outlining the key sites,

questions to consider, and opportunities for further

reading. We hope that this will become a valuable

resource for future POP participants and those

interested in learning more about the region.

INTRODUCTION



LJUBIJA
by Emir Galijašević

Ljubija is a small village in the Prijedor municipality in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. It is located in the Bosanska Krajina region in
the northwestern part of the country. 

During the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Ljubija was a great center
of activity and a source of wealth and comfort. The nearby
Prijedor was a large port from which the traders bought and
sold goods along the Una and Sava. The fortunes of the city
continued in post-war Yugoslavia, when the socialist authorities
added to the already impressive Austro-Hungarian urban
structure a number of public buildings and housing, roads,
parks, a museum, a cultural center, a hospital, a library, schools,
parks, sports fields, and playgrounds.



Memories of that time are everywhere, but many buildings are
abandoned. Once cultivated spaces are overgrown with grass.
Formerly an iron ore mine, Ljubija was the engine of the
region's development, producing  one million tons of iron ore
annually. But the mine closed in 1992 and has not operated
since.
 
While the mine was working, there was money to bring the
brightest stars of the Yugoslav theater, music, and film.
Sometimes in Ljubija, in the famous Workers' House, Mišo
Kovač and Kemal Monteno, even the famous tenor Luciano
Pavarotti, sang, and Bobby Fischer played a simultaneous
game with the chess players. 
 
But today, the Workers' Home is a tree ruin.
 
Production stopped in April 1992 at all three Ljubija mine sites
because of the Bosnian Serb coup in Prijedor, which marked
the beginning of the armed conflict and the organized
persecution and extermination of the non-Serb population of
Prijedor and the Bosnian Krajina.
 
At a meeting at the JNA barracks in Prijedor on 29 April 1992, it
was agreed that Serb police and armed Serbs from
paramilitary groups, with the support of the JNA, would take
over the city. 
 
 



Hundreds of Muslims and Croats
from nearby villages were brought
and taken to the Miska Glava in
June and July, where they were
held in inhumane conditions,
exposed to beatings, torture, or
disappeared. At the end of July,
more than 120 non-Serbs were
detained there, and more than 10
people had been killed. 
 

 .

On April 30, the comprehensive persecution and terrorizing of
non-Serbs began, both in the city and in surrounding towns and
villages such as Ljubija, Kozarac, Hambarine, and others.
 
The majority of the non-Serb population employed by the police,
the judiciary, the municipality, and other social enterprises lost
their jobs. All Bosniaks and Croats were released from the Ljubija
mine and public institutions in Ljubija, while the wealthier and
more respected locals, Bosniak men and Croats were taken and
imprisoned in the camps formed at the community headquarters
in Miska Glava and at the stadium in Ljubija. 



These acts of torture and murder were organized and carried
out by members of the RS Army, the 6th Ljubljana Battalion,
the "Miskoglava Company," and some members of the military
and civilian police. At the end of July, about 50 Bosniak and
Croat civilians were taken from the camps at the stadium,
killed and buried at the site of the Ljubija mine called by the
locals by Kipe.

Serb monument of the Military of 
Republic Srpska in Ljubija (August 2019)

As mentioned before, Ljubija actually helped build
Prijedor and Yugoslavia. Today, this city lives only in the
memories of residents of Ljubija who did not have to
leave their homes because of the war. 

 



Observe
Walk around the center of Ljubija and venture up the hill to
the mine complex
Visit the Workers Home
Find the war monuments

 

Reflect
Imagine for what Ljubija was like 30 years ago. How would the
city be different? Who would live here?
What was the impact of the mining industry on the local
community? How did this change before and after the 1990s war?
Compare the monuments in Ljubija. What is different about their
symbolism? What is being celebrated? What—and who—are
being left out?

 

Learn More
Maja Lovrenovi, “Iron, Death and Memory,” July 2011,
http://standplaatswereld.nl/iron-death-and-memory.
“Raspad industrije u BiH (The breakup of industry in BiH),”
Aljazeera Balkans, 2019,
http://balkans.aljazeera.net/tema/raspad-industrije-u-bih.
Archival video footage of Ljubija, https://youtu.be/6O9EXSrbc9c,
https://youtu.be/DBLzPkfL6zU, https://youtu.be/Z3TdegncqhI

LJUBIJA



PRIJEDOR
by Ivana Vasić and Rešid Dževdetbegović 

Prijedor is city located in the north-western part of Bosnia
 and Herzegovina. It is situated in the region better known 
as Bosanska Krajina. The city of Prijedor, within the
 municipality  of Prijedor, is located on the banks of the Sana
and Gomjenica rivers, and at the south-western hills of the
 Kozara mountain.

 



Prijedor today is not famous because of its mine industry,
but rather because of its dark past. Three of the largest and
most notorious concentration camps in the 1992-1995 war –
Omarska, Trnopolje, and Keraterm – were located in the
Prijedor region. Prijedor is known as the municipality with
most convicted war criminals per capita in the country.

The military forces of Bosnian Serbs took power in Opština
Prijedor (Municipality of Prijedor) on 30 April 1992. On 31 May
1992, Bosnian-Serb forces issued a decree by local radio station
that called for all non-Serbian civilians to mark their houses and
arms with a white cloth. 
 
The marking of all non-Serbians with a physical symbol of
difference would later be understood as the expression of
intention to commit genocidal acts. Tens of thousands of
individuals bearing this marker were sent to the now infamous
Omarska, Keraterm, and Trnopolje concentration camps. Due to
poor treatment and torture, 3,173 people died in the camps.
Amongst Prijedor’s dead were 102 children.



PRIJEDOR

Observe
Walk around the city center
Visit KVART Youth Center
Look at the murals in the city

 

Reflect
What war memorials did you see in Prijedor? Which wars and
which victims are they commemorating?
Imagine what Prijedor is like during the winter or during the
summer? Why is it different?
What is the role of the mining industry in Prijedor? Do you see
any visible signs?
What do you think a young person does for fun in Prijedor?

 

Learn More
Refik Hodzic, “Flowers in the Square,” International Center for
Transitional Justice, April 2015,
https://www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/subsites/flowers-square-
prijedor.
“31 May 1992 – Remembering Prijedor,” Post-Conflict Research
Center, May 2017, https://www.p-crc.org/2017/05/31/31-may-
1992-remembering-prijedor.
“Bosnia and Herzegovina: Facing a Past of War,” Center for
Peacebuilding,  http://unvocim.net/eng/about-us/history.

 
 



OMARSKA
by Medina Čarkadžić and Lorena Grbavac

Omarska is a small town located near Prijedor. It includes an old
iron mine and ore processing plant. The Omarska mine lies
south of the railway from Prijedor to Banja Luka, while Omarska
village is on the northern side. The mine is primarily an opan pit
mine. During the conflict, Bosnian Serb forces set up the
Omarska camp to serve as a detention camp for the Bosniak and
Croat population. While at the time termed as an "investigation
center," today the Omarska camp is classified as a concentration
camp. 

The camp was opened in the administrative centre of the
Omarska mine and it operated from May to August 1992. People
who were brought to this camp were members of the non-
Serbian elite, which included political and religious leaders,
academics and intellectuals, businessmen, lawyers, judges, etc. 
It is estimated that the total number of prisoners who had been
detained in Omarska camp was from 5,000 to 7,000. Almost all of
the prisoners were men, except for the 37 women who were also
held in the camp. 



-  

The compound consisted of four buildings—the canteen building,
a larger building, the White House, and the Red House—and all
were used as part of the concentration camp. The White House had
four rooms that were used for torture and killings, while the Red
House was used for immediate execution. 
 
The conditions of the camp were extremely poor. The rooms where
the prisoners were kept were often overcrowded. The prisoners
had to stand for days at a time because they weren’t allowed to
move. This resulted in poor sanitation and hygiene not only of the
prisoners, but also of the places in which they were kept. One of
the major consequences of this were diseases that spread quickly,
taking away many lives. 
 
Prisoners were regularly beaten and tortured, which affected their
physical and psychological state. They were fed only one small
meal per day and very little time to eat, which led to
malnourishment and starvation. While the camp existed for some
three to four months, it felt like it operated for years, at least to
those who survived it. 
 
After the war ended, Omarska mine was out of use. However,
ArcelorMittal reopened the mine in 2004. By the end of the year,
they already started producing and shipping iron ore and has
been in production ever since. 

 



 
 
The 6th August serves as the commemoration day for Omarska
victims because it marks the date of the closing of the camp. This
is the only day when survivors and the families of the victims are
allowed to visit the site because  visitations are restricted and
have to be announced in advance.
 
The organizers of this commemoration are "Prijedor 92" and
Kozarac associations of camp prisoners, along with the Regional
Association of Banja Luka Camp Prisoners. Since there is no
permanent memorial in this place, one way to remember the
victims is by releasing the thousands of white balloons with
their names written on the white cards. 

 
While an official memorial for the victims of the Omarska camp
still doesn't exist, the Omarska mine stands as the reminder of
the crimes and atrocities that were committed during the war.
The Omarska mine has almost become a memorial in itself.



Observe
The Canteen – this is where the severely malnourished detainees were
forced to eat their food in less than 3 minutes before running back to
the hangar.
The Hangar - the larger building where the detainees were literally
packed like sardines and held for months.
The White House - a smaller white building sitting next to the larger
hanger that was the site of torture, beatings and killings. 

Reflect
Should the Omarska mine have stayed closed after the war out of
respect for the victims and survivors? How do economic factors
influence decisions in peacebuilding?
Currently, the mine can only be visited by survivors and the public on
the 6th August (the Omarska commemoration day). What would be the
negative or positive impacts if it was open to the public all year?
Can the Omarska mine serve as a memorial itself, or does a memorial
need to be built? How would it be different from the Omarska
commemoration day?

Learn more
“The Prijedor Report,” United Nations, S/1994/674/Add.2, 28 Dec 1994,
https://phdn.org/archives/www.ess.uwe.ac.uk/comexpert/ANX/V.htm 
“Bosnia 1992: The Omarska Camp,” Al Jazeera, May 2017,
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2017/05/bos
nia-1992-omarska-camp-170508061724966.html 
“War crimes in Prijedor,” European Stability Initiative, 
 https://www.esiweb.org/index.phpang=en&id=311&film_ID=5&slide_I
D=23 
“Testimony of Emir Beganović” (Omarska survivor), ICTY, 4 May 2000,
http://www.icty.org/en/content/emir-beganović 
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TRNOPOLJE
by Jusuf Topić

Trnopolje is another small village in the municipality of
Prijedor, Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is located on the road
between Prijedor and Omarska. Until 1963, Trnopolje was a
part of Kozarac municipality.

The settlement contained Trnopolje concentration camp,
which was a camp established by the JNA and police  in
Prijedor  during the war. The Trnopolje camp was active
from May to November 1992.
 



According to United Nations estimates, the camp had between
5,000 and 6,000 prisoners at one time, 300 of whom were
children, 3,000 women and other men, many of them elderly.
There were numerous human rights abuses at the site. The
death toll during the camp remains unknown: the
International Court of Justice states that at least 20 people
have been killed there, while other estimates range from 170 to
200 and others up to 500 victims. 

The world  learned about the Trnopolje camp on 5 August 5
1992 when Independent Television News released video
footage of inmates behind barbed wire. An image of the lean
Fikret Alic was published on the cover of TIME magazine. In
October 1992, the last prisoners were released. The Red Cross
supervised the transfer of approximately 1,500 people to
Karlovac during this period, with 1,000 remaining in the
camp. 
 
 
 



TRNOPOLJE
Observe

Look at the primary school that was the central building in the
camp
Walk around the white community center and view the field also
used for the camp
Find the monument for Serb soldiers

 

Reflect
Why is there no monument marking this place as a former camp?
Why is there a monument for Serbs but not Bosniaks or Croats?
The primary school is still in operation today. Do you think it is
appropriate for students to attend school in building that was
used as a detention camp?

 

Learn More
Ed Vulliamy, "'I am waiting. No one has ever said sorry,'" The
Guardian, 26 July 2008,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2008/jul/27/radovankarad
zic.warcrimes2.
"ITN, Penny Marshall and The Observer, Ed Vulliamy in Omarska
and Trnopolje," ICTY, https://youtu.be/w6-ZDvwPxk8. 
"Fikret Alic: Story of a Shocking Photo From a Bosnian
Camp," Time.com, 22 Nov 2017, https://time.com/5034826/fikret-
alic-time-cover-bosnia.

 
 



KEVLJANI
 by Helen Morley

Kevljani is a rural village in north west Bosnia, within the
administrative control of Republika Srpska. The village is home to
Most Mira and has approximately 100 inhabitants, the majority of
whom identify as Bosniak. 

Prior to the conflict, religious segregation in the region was slight
and the community was thoroughly mixed; Bosniaks, Croats and
Serbs went to school together, played together, and worked
together. Villages were dominated by specific religious identities,
but this was due to the historical context in which they developed,
not embedded animosity. In Kevljani’s case, the residents were
predominantly Bosniak as the village grew up around the estate of a
Muslim landowner.

 



In May 1992, Kevljani was attacked by Bosnian Serb forces.
Former school friends, co-workers, teachers, team-mates, and
neighbours from Omarska became terrorisers. Kevljani
residents were rounded up, placed into buses and taken to
concentration camps. 
 
The women and children were taken to the Trnopolje camp and
the men (including boys as young as 12) were taken to the
Omarska camp. The population of the village according to the
1991 census was 1,946. In 2019, the village has a population of
approximately 100.

For nearly a decade, Kevljani was largely uninhabited, because
survivors of the camps were unable to reclaim their homes.
Return instead began in late 1999, as the local Bosnian Serb
authorities (seeing return as inevitable) decided to allow a
certain number of returnees back to the municipality as long
as they returned to isolated villages of low economic or
strategic importance, in an attempt to dissuade the
development of a strong community. 
 
 
Most of the houses in Kevljani were rebuilt with personal
funds; only a few receiving foreign donations.  But the 
 remnants of the conflict are visibly apparent. 
 



 
According to  statements,  prisoners had to sign a declaration that they
were giving up their property in Bosnia in order to be safely taken to
Karlovac. On 21 August 1992, during the evacuation of prisoners from
the camp, members of the "Red Berets" led between 150 and 200
Bosniaks and Croats by bus to Vlašić mountain, shot and killed them at
Koricanske stijene.

 



Stari Kevljani
Uncovered in 2004, this mass grave is the second largest
discovered so far in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It contained
456 bodies, most from the Omaska and Keraterm
concentration camps. Another mass grave was found in
Kevljani near the burial grounds of the local mosque and
contained 81 bodies.

The same field where in May 1992, men and boys from Kevljani
were rounded up and taken to Omarska concentration camp,
today it has become the  home of many peacebuilding
activities, from arts festivals to dialogues on climate change,
circus tents to football matches.



Pictured above is the first house destroyed in the village in 1992
and belonged to the local doctor. It will become the foundation
of Most Mira’s Peace Centre.
 
The building will host a flexible theatre, arts studio, craft
workshop, and dormitories, create local employment
opportunities and facilitate a more sustainable and consistent
peacebuilding presence in the village.



Observe
Bullet holes in the façade of the community centre
The fallen minaret by the rebuilt mosque
The unfinished memorial near the mosque

 

Reflect
How does the fallen minaret and the ruined buildings act as de facto
memorials? Why would a community preserve evidence of the
conflict?
Is it possible to balance preservation of history and re-build or
reconcile after a conflict?
What political and social factors leave the memorial near the
unfinished? How does this impact it as a space of memorialisation?
What makes this memorial different (i.e. symbols, structure, material
and location)?

 

Learn more
Aleksandar Brezar, “Bosnian War Hotspot Becomes Focal Point for
Peace-Building," Balkan Insight, 2019,
https://balkaninsight.com/2019/08/14/bosnian-war-hotspot-
becomes-focal-point-for-peace-building.
Alice Bloch, “Out of the Ashes,” New Humanist, 2014,
https://newhumanist.org.uk/articles/4521/out-of-the-ashes.
War crimes in Bosnia-Hercegovina, Volume II. New York, NY: Human
Rights Watch, 1992.
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KOZARAC
by Lanson Wu 

Kozarac is a town in the Prijedor municipality located
about 10 km east of Prijedor and 45 km west of Banja Luka. 

Kozarac was attacked and occupied by the Bosnian Serbs
forces on 24 May 24 1992. Two days later, the inhabitants
of Kozarac were deported to three camps in the vicinity:
Omarska, Keraterm, and Trnopolje. Later, houses were
burnt down and Kozarac was completely destroyed. Out
of the pre-war population of 8,038 citizens in the Kozarac
region, 1,233 of them were killed during the war  and
several hundreds more were reported missing . 



Survivors, who were expelled or deported during the war,
began to return to Kozarac after 1998. Today, Kozarac is
once again mostly Bosniak because of an influx of
returnees to the area, as suggested by the presence of the
flags of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which are a rare sight in
Republika Srpska. Kozarac boasts two public swimming
pools, more than a dozen mosques, and an orthodox
church. The main street, Mašala Tita, is lined with lovely
restaurants, bars, and cafés. During the summer, Kozarac
is a vibrant vacation town. 

Streets are decorated with vendors selling souvenirs, books,
and toys. Thousands of Bosnians living and working abroad
or in other parts of the country return to Kozarac to visit
their relatives and spend their summer here. Some even
return for weddings. 



The Kozarac memorial is dedicated to “the innocent killed
citizens of Kozarac between 1992 and 1995,” as written on
the side face of the stela. On the other side of the passage,
the famous poem of a prominent Bosnian poet, Mak Dizdar,
is inscribed: "One does not live here in order to live…, one
does not lie here in order to die…, one also dies here in order
to live." 

The names of a total of 1,226 Bosniak and Croat victims from
Kozarac areas are engraved and arranged in alphabetical
order of their surnames on the interior of the monument.



KOZARAC

Observe
Read the inscriptions on the monument
Look for the bullet holes in buildings
See the monument lit up at night

 

Reflect
Why did the authorities of Republika Srpska allow this monument to be
built but not others? What kind of impacts does the approval of the
authorities have on reconciliation in the region? 
The memorial is dedicated to “the innocent killed citizens of Kozarac
between 1992 and 1995,” but the list of victims includes both civilians and
members of the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. What
do you think about a monument in memory of soldiers and civilians at
the same time?
The rebuilt Kozarac has turned into a summer holiday town for diaspora.
How do diaspora influence the peacebuilding process?

 

Learn more
Rachel Irwin and Velma Šarić, “Calls for War Memorials Divide Bosnia,”
Institute for War & Peace Reporting, 6 Dec 2010, https://iwpr.net/global-
voices/calls-war-memorials-divide-bosnia. 
Sebina Sivac-Bryant, Re-Making Kozarac: Agency, Reconciliation and
Contested Return in Post-War Bosnia (London: Palgrave Macmillan,
2016).

 



25 years after the war ended,
peacebuilding seems to be of essence in
Bosnian society. The pain and suffering
still echo in places which were affected
the most. And each side lost more than it
gained. And what is worse than losing
the lives of innocent people? However, a
hope for better tomorrow exists. It is
exactly projects like these that can bring
about change in this society. Promoting
love, peace and unity, while learning to
forget hate and nationalism is a long
process, but one that must be done. And
what better way to bring about this
change than through young activists
who are willing to spend their time and
effort on something that matters.

CONCLUSION






